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Rendezvous at Veracruz
By Jack Gorman

Ités early in September. In upstate New York a Broad-winged
Hawk glides over barren farmlands seeking prey for its
noontime meal. A cold wind chills the air. Ités body feels for
a thermal and urges it to head south. Within a day it is pying
over Pennsylvania and clears the Kittatinny Ridge. Joining
hundreds of other raptors it moves onto the steady updrafts
and heads southwest on a river of air. Two weeks and twelve
hundred miles later they are dumped off into the Mississippi
pyway. At about the same time a Northern Waterthrush in
Wisconsin concludes an empty search for insects on an ice-
fringed shallow pool. Following inherent instincts it starts
through the bush on its fall migration. Millions of other
summer breeding warblers and passerines are also headed
south on the Mississippi pyway. Moving across Texas the
migrants are depected west when they reach the Gulf. They
push southwest into Mexico. Meanwhile across America a
group of bird watchers are planning to meet with guides from
Pronatura, the Mexican equivalent to our Nature Conservancy.
All three groups will rendezvous in Veracruz.

Stretching along the eastern pank of Mexico, the
Cordillera Central spreads its rugged green yngers down
toward the sea. These rocky impediments funnel migrating
birds into a 30-mile wide corridor. High in the skies papping,
soaring and gliding yve million raptors will migrate through
this corridor. Millions of warblers and other songbirds will
pit through at varying elevations on the sides of the Sierra.
Herons and egrets will stick to the hot humid lowland yelds
and swamps along the gulf. We would bird all three areas.

The City of Veracruz is a bustling, tropical seaport
ylled with eclectically designed houses, each painted in its
own individual bright colors. On our yrst day Melodious
Blackbirds serenaded us at breakfast. During our 10 day stay
we found them, along with Groove-billed Anis, commonly
scattered throughout the farms and yelds. Our yrst birding
destination was the small topiary decorated city of Cardel.
Here we climbed to the roof of a local hotel and set up our
spotting scopes and binoculars. We soon spotted dozens of
silhouettes poating high above. Hundreds of Broad-winged,
Swainsonds, Sharp-shinned, Zone-tailed, Grey, and Black
Hawks soared, glided and papped by us along with a few
Mississippi Kites and dozens of Black and Turkey Vultures.

(See Rendezvous on page 2)

September 21 Program O Stories Behind
The Wonders of Nature Column
Presented by Gary and Kathy Clark

Gary and Kathy will talk about AThe Story Behind the Stories.o
They will highlight some of their favorite places and the adventures
they have had gathering stories for the Wonders of Nature, a
weekly column that Gary writes for the Houston Chronicle. The
talk will introduce the audience to some of the people and critters
they have encountered in their quest for weekly stories. It will be
illustrated with some of their favorite photos from the columns and
photos that never made it to the paper.

Gary Clark is a Dean at North Harris College. His award winning
writing has been published in magazines including Birderés World,
Living Bird, and Texas Highways.

Gary has been active in the birding and environmental
community for years. He founded the Piney Woods Wildlife
Society in 1982 and founded the Rare Bird Alert for the Upper
Texas Coast in the in 1983. He served as President of the Houston
Audubon Society from 1989 to 1991 and purchased the North
American Rare Bird Alert (NARBA) for Houston Audubon.

Kathy Adams Clark has been a professional nature photographer
since1995. She runs a stock agency that represents the work of
yfteen outstanding nature photographers. Kathyds work has been
published in many places including Natureds Best, New York
Times, Birderds World, Texas Highways and Family Fun. Her
photos have also appeared in numerous books and calendars, and
appear every week in Garyts AiWonders of Natureo column.

Kathy teaches photography through a variety of outlets in the
Houston area including Leisure Learning and Houston Museum
of Natural Science. Kathy is on the board of the North American
Nature Photography Association and is in charge of their annual
convention.
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